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two weeks all the rooms in the house, except the kitchen
and half of the bedrooms, are occupied by the worms.
This fact alone means that, unless the material sub-
stratum of the village is radically changed, silkworm
raising must remain mainly a domestic industry.
After the third exuviae, the worms are removed to the
private houses and each household raises its own worms
separately. Before the removal, the private houses
are disinfected under instructions given by the teaching
centre. Constant supervision is maintained during
this process. Diseased worms are removed at once
to prevent the disease spreading. Temperature and
humidity are regulated according to the need of the
worms. (Col. B. III. A. 2.) The result of these
measures is that the loss of worms due to disease has
been kept under 20 per cent,, and the total production
of cocoons has increased at least 40 per cent, as com-
pared with that under the traditional method.
When the teaching centre had proved its success in
the village, the provincial government extended its
work to the whole silk-producing area. We will
describe this more fully in another section.
Before we go into the process of reeling, an estimate
of the production and cost in this part of the process
may be attempted. The total amount of silkworms
that can be raised by a Chia depends on the size of the
house and the labour available. Silkworms are raised
in rectangular and shallow containers about i| by i
metre in size. They are put on the shelves of a stand.
Each stand has eight containers. Each house has
enough room for five stands. The silkworms hatched
from a sheet of eggs (which is of standard sbe),
require in the final stage of development a whole stand
for accommodation. One person can manage two or

